Biography

Arlene Sundquist Empie has written a
well-researched biography of her grand-
mother, titled “The Legacy of Ida Broin-
da, Finnish Emigrant to America, 1893.”

Like many biographies I have read of
Finnish immigrants, this text captures
the human drama of immigration.

This text, however, does more
than sketch the outlines of family
hope, anguish, and transformation.
Sundquist Empie has engaged an
international research effort to
ground the text in documented his-
toric fact interspersed with a person-
al narrative made urgent by the
momentum and frustration of her
own scarch through the missteps and
blind alleys that international and
multi-lingual research takes her.

At the other extreme, she also punc-
{uates what might become too dry a
gencalogical text with the buman
drama that can be captured ounly in a
more creative style of narrative by
mncorporating journal passages wriiten
i1 an expressive prose written by her
maternal aunt Leona (who has since
passed on) and an occasional pertinent
excerpt from materials of the day, some
obituaries, some published creative
work, and some letters from aunts,
cousins, and Ida Marie who is the focal
point of the narrative

In order o address genealogical
research in Finland, one must understand
the history of naming in that country, a
knowledge of the fact that surnames
were 1n flux before the 1920s, that
churches traditionally kept church
records, that surnames and patronymics
are not onc and the same, and that some-
times matronymics might have been
used.

One could use an understanding of the
process of name change, of the pressures
that change and distort names, and of the
choices immigrants make 1o find names
that functions {or them in their new cir-
cumstances.

One needs to know that Finland
Swedes are indeed Finns, only Finns
whose mother tongue is Swedish, but a
dialect that is different from what is spo-
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ken in Sweden. One needs to have a
sense of how to navigate the records of
migration housed in Finland, England,
Canada, the U.S. and sometimes other
countries,

One might also wish to be acquainted
with the means of issuance of passports
for depar-
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ture from Fin-
land and for entry requirements to the
U.S. and Canada. One should know
about the idiosyncratic recordkeeping
practices at Ellis Island and other points
of entry and the effects these practices
have on namcs.

One might also need some flexibility in
searching techniques to use cross-refer-
encing of records to recrcate the past that
is partially missing from individual
records and must be picced back togeth-
er from the various fragments that are
located in such diverse places as quaran-
tine records kept on Gross [sle near Que-
bec City in Montreal, Canada, and the
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ships departure records and passenger
manifests from all customary points of
departure from across northern Europe,
including for example England.

One needs research assistants that arc
foreign language speakers in the Finland

Swede dialect to search church
records, contacts in immigration and
naturalization offices, contacts at
genealogical records offices, and
family contacts who bear the frag-
ments of the other side of the immi-
gration narratives which provide an
mtegral part of the pastiche that
makes up the world of the immi-
grant.

Sundquist Empie brings to bear
all of these resources into a com-
| pelling story through which we

' rg*.l uncover the life ol Ida Maric
Andersson Lillbroidnda Sundquist.
The story here is told large.

We learn of Ida Marie, her par-
ents, her husband, his parents,
their region in Finland, the
progress of their lives, their chal-
lenges and losses, and the con-
text of their linguistic world at
the start and at the end of the
story.

We Iearn about the children
John Sundquist and Ida Maric
Sundquist bear together, the
ones who live and the ones
who die.

We fearn in human terms
what the American Dream
really looks like, and it 1s not
a dream without pain.

It is, though, a success story thal starts
with a family in a small, rural communi-
ty in Finland.

The family grows across an ocean and
passes through several states and three
generations (o end vp in Skagit Valley,
Washington, where a farm built and chil-
dren learn to become at home in English,
where high school graduation is taken
for granied and college degrees become
parts of family accomplishments, where
professors and writers of trinmphant sto-
ries can see {rom here clear back to their
roots in the Finnish archipelago.

This book 1s augmented with several
illustrations, includes acknowledgements
and a foreword that discusses both the
source material from the author’s aunt
Leona and the author’s own work, and
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